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AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS, BRIDGETOWN, NINETIETH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Member for Wagin 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin - Deputy Leader of the National Party) [12.56 pm]:  I acknowledge and 
congratulate the Australian Red Cross in Bridgetown on the celebration of its ninetieth anniversary.  The 
celebration was marked by an excellent morning function that I attended recently.  The Bridgetown branch of the 
Red Cross was formed on 22 June 1915, when ladies of the district decided that, as the war had not ended by 
Christmas 1914 as predicted, it was time to form a branch of the Red Cross in Bridgetown.  This was only one 
year after the Australian Red Cross was formed in 1914.  Initially the focus was very much on supporting our 
men who were away at war and when they returned.  In particular, the knitting of socks and other garments was 
to the fore; in fact, one lady is said to have knitted a pair of socks for every day of the war.  The branch has 
supported and served many people, groups and causes in the past 90 years and continues that good work today.  
Together with the community, the branch has raised more than $1 million over those 90 years - a fantastic effort.  
The celebration function and morning tea was well attended, with WA Red Cross Chairman, Ian Anson, in 
attendance presenting long-service awards to worthy recipients.  I congratulate and thank co-Presidents Christine 
Morris and Patricia Martin and their branch for hosting such a wonderful function to recognise the branch’s 
ninetieth anniversary and for the great work that they have done - which I am sure the Bridgetown Red Cross 
will continue to do - for the benefit of the region and for at least the next 90 years.  Bodies such as these serve a 
vital role in country communities.  I again congratulate the Bridgetown Red Cross, urge it to keep up its great 
work and wish it all the best well into the future. 
 


